than 1, but these are rather too thin for general study of marrow.
OTHER STAINING OR HISTOCHEMICAL PROCEDURES
The following have been used with success: haematoxylin and eosin, Perls's reaction for ferric iron, the periodic acid-Schiff reaction for carbohydrates, the alcian blue method for acid mucopolysaccharides, the Feulgen reaction for desoxyribonucleic acid, the periodic acid-hexamine silver method, Luxol fast blue for myelin, solochrome cyanine as a general stain, Heidenhain's iron haematoxylin method, and simple stains with basic dyes such as methylene blue and cresyl fast violet. Van The value of thin sections prepared from epoxy resin-embedded tissue for the routine histological examination of renal biopsies and other tissues was emphasized recently by Eastham and Essex (1969) , thus confirming the use of thin sections for renal tissues as advocated earlier by Jones (1957a) . However, most epoxy resin techniques, when compared with paraffin methods, possess several disadvantages. They include a slow embedding rate, considerable restriction in area and thickness of specimen that can be processed satisfactorily, orientation problems, irretrievability of specimen once embedded, and resistance of sections to routine histological or histochemical methods.
If, as seems likely, the thin section epoxy resin method is to be used as a routine diagnostic tool then it is vital that most of these disadvantages be overcome. It is hoped that the method described in this paper will help to meet this need. (Yensen, 1968) (Fig. 1) .
Reagents
The sections couldnow be stained with most of the standard histological or histochemical methods applicable to formalin or formol mercury-fixed, paraffin-embedded material. The bromine treatment effectively removed mercuric artefact. Nuclear detail was enhanced in routine haematoxylin and eosin, periodic acid-Schiff (McManus, 1948) , and trichrome methods (Lendrum, Fraser, Slidders, and Henderson, 1962) by using the iron haematoxylin method of Slidders (1969) . Fluorescence methods for demonstrating amyloid (Bums, Pennock, and Stoward, 1967; Puchtler and Sweat, 1965; Vassar and Culling, 1959) should also be enhanced because autofluorescence is considerably quenched and the excitation rays required are best suited to thin sections. Postosmication of dewaxed or brominated sections improved the contrast between tissue structures (Fig. 1) when stained with the periodic acid silver methenamine method of Jones (1957b) .
Most stained preparations were rinsed in distilled water, dried rapidly on a hot plate (60°C), dipped in two changes of xylene, and mounted in DPX.
The thick paraffin sections were blotted firmly, directly after mounting, with Whatman's no. 50 filter paper wetted with water in order to avoid any bubbling artifact being produced during the drying process.
Comment
The method described helps to bridge the gap between paraffin and epoxy resin techniques while retaining the major advantages of both. Adaptation of the flat cryostat section technique of Zagury et al (1968) to paraffin sections facilitated the selection of the exact area required for thin sectioning, and the halogenation method of Yensen (1968) permitted the staining of epoxy resin sections with routine staining techniques, while routine fixatives such as formalin or formol mercury were employed. Although the embedding time in epoxy resin can be markedly reduced, the slower method is recommended for routine use. The thickness, area, and retrievability of specimens are limited only by the initial paraffin method employed. The method lends itself to serial section, retrospective, quantitative, and fluorescence studies, and under certain circumstances it may also be used for electron microscope work.
The method is particularly valuable for the study of renal biopsies and is used routinely for this purpose in this laboratory.
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